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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 12 April 2010

Present: Councillor Des Salmon (Chairman)
Councillors Tony Gatehouse, Andrea Maxted, Chrys Smith, Geoff
Shute.
10 residents of Studham were present

In Attendance: Carol Stephenson, Parish Clerk

WELCOME

Cllr Mr Salmon welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting which started at 8.45 p.m.
and announced an additional item to the agenda-a “ Ho mewat c h” per e
Moxon. He introduced to members of the public the councillors present, giving details of
their special responsibilities.

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from ClIr. Mrs Harris Anne Salmon, Margaret Maddox
and John McDougal

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th
April 2009 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

4.4 Road Safety and Speeding.

Following public pressure and a petition, a 20mph restriction zone had been implemented,
however its length was less than the Parish Council had wished. The Parish Council
continued to bring pressure on Central Beds to resolve the chaos caused by the 30 and 40
mph stretches. Residents were reminded that they could add to the cause by writing in
complaint.

4.5 Aircraft Flight Paths

The National Air Traffic system (“ NATS”
considered to be a lessening of traffic due to the financial crisis, possibly only in the short
term.

4.6 Road Maintenance

Some roads are in an appalling state and until it became clear what the five year plan
contained the Parish Council could not say when these road would be repaired. It was
reported that although Central Beds usually responded swiftly to pothole reports, the
duration of the repair is often very short term.

The Parish Council had succeeded in getting part of Dunstable Road re-surfaced and awaited
confirmation of repair to a longer stretch as well as Woodland Rise, where there is serious
degradation.
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Chrys Smith’s was thanked for her consi

5.2 Additional Village Notice Board
The Chairman explained that the decision had been taken not to have a separate Notice
board for residents’ use as it would

5.4 Erosion of Valley Road verges
The badly eroded verges in Valley Road were no longer to be kerbed as some Valley Road
residents felt this would spoil the rural aspect of the road area and that the Parish Counc

be

had not previously consulted them. The funding was diverted to Holywell Road pavement

repairs.

5.7 Southern Way Car Parking Area

The re-laid surface had been inadequately carried out and the Parish Council was following

up on Central Beds agreement to rectify this work.

REPORT OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Salmon reported that Council elections are scheduled to take place next year —2011 and

hoped that there would be a sufficient number of nominees to warrant an election.
T h e ¢ ovarinus dctivitiesand achievements during the year were then reported :

(1) NEW UNITARY AUTHORITY

It is now a year since the formation of the Central Bedfordshire Unitary Authority and it was

noted that due to staff and system changes, things were sometimes slower than usual.

Councillors Marion Mustoe and Ken Janes

were extended to them for their help and support.

(2) PRECEPT
Cllr Mr Salmon was pleased to report that the Precept for the coming year would be £16,
145, a decrease of 3%. over the previous year.

(3)_POLICE

A member of the police attends Parish Council Meetings whenever possible, however close

contact is maintained through Councillor Tony Gatehouse. Studham has a low crime rate
classification. Questions remain over police response to crime.

Homewatch Groups are now linked into the police telephone and thanks were extended to

Lynne Moxon, the Homewatch co-ordinator.

(4) PLANNING

The planning sub-committee met 11 times, covering 14 applications. The Parish Council has a

right to be consulted over applications, however its decisions have no binding power and
whilst Central Bedfordshire takes the Parish Council s comment s on
Bedfordshire makes the final decision.

Two sites over which public representations have been made to the Parish Council are
Bell Farm and Longyard:

bo:



Bell Farm:

The Parish Council supports the need for Bell Farm to flourish and provide local employment,
but at the same time recognises the needs of its neighbours. The Parish Council supported
the latest application but expressed concern over some content in supporting technical
reports.

Longyard:

Some councillorshadcontact wi th the Residents’ Asso
developments. The Chairman reported that he was an independent cheque signatory of the
Association’s bank account

All Planning Committee meetings are open to the Public and the Public can have their say at
the start of these meetings.

(5) SUPPORTING AND REPRESENTING THE COMMUNITY

Parish Council policy is to support local organisations wherever practical and during the year
has donat ed ¢ ChamhtAgpeali annud dhurcMard nyaintsnance, senior
citizens lunch, Studham Playing Field, The Friends of Studham Common and the British
Legion for the Annual Remembrance Day Wreath.

The Chairman had represented the Parish Council at

- the Annual Remembrance Day Service and Wreath Laying at the Memorial Clock

- Opening the School extension

- The memorial service for Bill Hillier and the church service

Together with Councillor Gatehouse the Chairman has been to presentations by the Central
Bedfordshire Council to discuss mutual matters and he has also attended meetings of Parish
Chairmen hosted for our Ward by Councillor Marion Mustoe, offering another opportunity to
discuss mutual matters.

(6) DELEGATING RESPONSIBILITY TO PARISH COUNCILS

Government Policy encourages local councils to run more services. Whilst this is good for
larger Town Councils, e.g. Leighton Buzzard, Dunstable, is felt be impractical for councils of
our size to run major services. These should still be run by Central Beds.

Following two severe winters, the Parish Council is considering contracting local snow
clearance and reviewing the legal and insurance implications. Enquiries are also being made
about the provision of additional salt bins.

Complaints that Central Beds had not adequately cleared roads or gritted (to include Church
Road to the School) were received. It was felt that the villages had to accept that their roads
were not a high priority during severe weather conditions.

(7) STANDARDS AND TRAINING

As a “Quality Council ‘e highdstdevelCequirgd of b Raristh a s
Council and all Councillors to be trained. Training courses have been attended by the whole
Parish Council.

(8) REVIEW OF ACTIVITY
During the year the Parish Council has undertaken various tasks including :
f Liaising with the school over parking problems
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I Contacting residents whose foliage overhung or obstructed public footpaths.

I Contacting a property owner whose building contractors were dumping rubbish

 Holding Village surgeries on matter of local importance, including management of
Studham Common

I Hosting public meetings in the Village Hall, relating to Longyard

(9) THANKS

The Parish Council is grateful for all help and support received and thanks were expressed to
Chris Patton for the upkeep of the Memorial and surrounding area. Chris also painted the
metal entrance gate to the Clock Memorial

Harold Gallichan for cleaning and varnishing the Central and East Common benches, donated
by the Parish Council when Harold was a Paris Councillor.

The two car parks being renovated largely through the efforts of the Friends of Studham
Common who also look after the beautiful Commons and are widely supported.

Carol Stephenson, the Parish Clerk for real support and guidance.

(10) PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Councillors are volunteers to carry out work which takes up a considerable amount of
time, with a regular commitment to the monthly meeting and all that crops up outside the
meeting.

The Chairman expressed personal thanks to Tony Gatehouse, Vice Chairman for his advice
and support

on his own and t he,hgasttbankadl thegaudxillors éof tiseir Hare
work and dedication.

Cllr Salmon asked if there were any questions.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
THE £2,000 budgeted for overgrown footpaths was queried. The Chairman explained that it
was to manage the growth between cuts by Central Bedfordshire.

In response to a request, the Chairman gave an explanation of the purpose of S137 Local
Government Act 1972.

The ParishCouncil * s view on unauthorised buildi:1
was that the Parish Council is not happy about it and had drawn it to the attention of the
local MP who had raised it in the House of Commons.

The 20% reduction in the communication budget was questioned, particularly as there had
been a | ack of newsletters, which it wa

In response to a question, it was explained that an advert to invite applications for the
councillor vacancy had been placed in the Parish Link.

It was explained that the sometimes late delivery of the Parish Link was down to the
individual making the delivery.

The Parish Council explained that it had requested parents not to park near the School,
blocking passage to and from Church Road and Church Close. A councillor mentioned that a



Community Support Officer was often close by and would once again be made aware of this
problem.

Lynne Moxon gave a Homewatch presentation and was warmly thanked for this.

DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH

The next annual meeting of the Parish will be held on Monday 4" April 2011 at
8.15 p.m. in Studham Village Hall

This concluded the business of the Annual Meeting of the Parish at 9.35 p.m. when
refreshments were taken.



